
Celebrating the life of Yvonne Pritchard 1929 -2021.  

On a crisp and sunny 

winter’s day, family and 

friends said their heartfelt 

goodbyes to Yvonne 

Pritchard whose funeral 

took place at the Salisbury 

Crematorium on 12th 

January 2022. Yvonne was 

92 years old. People who 

couldn’t make the journey 

were able to watch a 

webcast of the funeral 

service taken by Martin 

Shallcross.  

Yvonne Longster was born 

on April 26th at Windlesham 

in Surrey, to Winifred and Walter Longster. Her father was an oil merchant’s clerk 

for the Iranian Oil Company. His work took them to Persia, taking several weeks 

to get there and as many to get home again. Her mother Winifred used to suffer 

with terrible sea sickness, especially going out, as the tankers were empty and 

much more prone to the swaying and rolling on the sea swell. Whilst they were 

abroad her much loved brother Geoffrey attended boarding school in England.  

When Yvonne was eight, her mother sadly died of cancer and so she went to live 

with her father’s sisters, Nell and Lucy in Southampton. Whilst living in Persia 

Yvonne had not had the chance to go to school, so living with aunts in 

Southampton she had to go to a school.  Fellow pupils were horrible to her, and 

she did not find school a happy experience.  

During the Second World War Yvonne went to stay with her mother’s brother and 

his wife – Uncle Vic and Aunt Doe and their two daughters Jean and Myrtle in the 

coastal village of East Preston in West Sussex. She enjoyed staying with them and 

remained close to her cousins until they both passed away.  

At 16, Yvonne worked in a café/bakery, helping to make Christmas cakes for 

celebrities who had homes in the area. This is where she picked up her love for 

baking: indeed, she was renowned for her wonderful cake making as older folk in 

Ansty can testify! 

After finishing school, she went to work in the accounts department as a costings 

clerk for Brown Brothers in Southampton. This is where Yvonne met the love of 

her life Stan Pritchard, as he was stationed nearby whilst in the army and they 

married in the early 1950s.   

After leaving the army, married life took them to London where Stan’s job after 

was working in ICT. They lived in a flat in Beverley Court, Chiswick, west London.  

A couple of floors below in the same block lived a Cousin Jean, her husband Jim 

and children David and Angela. Yvonne and Stan would often babysit the children. 

Yvonne also worked at the old Chiswick telephone exchange and later, part time 

at Lipton’s.  

Stan’s work then took them abroad to live in Ghana and Egypt. In 1962, whilst on 

a trip home, they went to visit Vic and Doe, who were now residing in Ansty. They 

saw ‘Snowdrop Cottage’ and decided it would be a perfect home and location for 

a ‘stop-gap’ when they returned to the UK for good. Whilst waiting for the 

purchase to go through the couple stayed in Winchester with Yvonne’s brother 

Geoff and sister-in-law Eileen and their young son Kevin. The stop-gap Snowdrop 

Cottage became home for the Pritchard couple for just short of 60 years! 

While Stan’s work took him around the country, Yvonne loved working in their 

garden, being outside with the wildlife and blossom and she became very 

involved with the village community. She enjoyed the monthly Ladies lunches, 

and she delivered the renowned Tisbury Focus magazine to Ansty Villagers for 

many years – often riding her trusty bike! Yvonne helped at the OAP Centre in 

Tisbury – even though she was an OAP herself by then; she ran a stall at the Ansty 

Village fetes, May Day and ‘days in the garden’ for years and was an active 

member of the Tisbury Floral Group. 



Yvonne also helped with fund raising for Radio Odstock (Salisbury hospital) and 

was delighted to be invited to a garden party at Buckingham Palace, in 

recognition of her voluntary work for the Radio station. 

Yvonne and Stan enjoyed many holidays abroad with cousin Myrtle and Fred – 

but they loved nothing more than the walking holidays they spent in and around 

Lynton and Lynmouth – taking their beloved dog Topper with them.  

After Stan died in March 2015, it was a huge part of her life gone. Having been 

married nearly 64 years, it was not surprising. With the help of Kevin and her 

wonderful friends, the late Helen Forshaw, June, Maureen, and Ann Oldfield just 

to mention a few, Yvonne managed to dust herself off and got back to going to 

the monthly Ladies lunches and still helping out with some of Ansty’s village 

functions.  Unfortunately, in her last years, her eyesight was failing due to 

macular degeneration which stopped her from being able to write to people or 

even use the phone as it was difficult to read the numbers.  However, her 

cheerful demeanour never left her, but she was not able to get out and about like 

she used to.  

Her last outing was to the memorable Harvest Tea in September 2021 at Ansty 

PYO and farm shop – a favourite place of hers. It took a little persuasion – as by 

now she was very frail and her usual response was ‘I don’t want to be a burden to 

anyone’ but once seated her eyes twinkled; she chatted to everyone she saw and 

thoroughly enjoyed herself.  

Yvonne was the epitome of bygone Ansty: always the first to welcome 

newcomers to the village; always positive, helpful and smiling with her trademark 

hairstyle immaculately swept off her face. 

 A wonderful, understated lady, full of love and kindness. She will be sorely 

missed.  

Compiled from tribute notes by Sally Longster.  

 

If you wish to make a donation in memory of Yvonne to support 
Salisbury District Hospital Stars Appeal 

or 
Tisbury Surgery, 

Online donations can be made via 
https://yvonnepritchard.muchloved.com 

Alternatively, a cheque payable to the charity 
Can be sent c/o Chris White Funeral Directors 

12 South Street, Wilton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP2 0JS 
Telephone 01722 744691 

 
 

Due to ongoing Covid restrictions, there wasn’t a wake but Sally and Kevin hope to organise a ‘Celebration of Yvonne’s Life Wake’ in 

the summer – open to everybody who knew and loved Yvonne. Keep an eye open for this event.  

https://yvonnepritchard.muchloved.com/

