
Alder 

Ansty Parish is well wooded with several named woodlands and copses. Regrettably, many of these have been 

neglected for decades as highlighted in a recent survey of our local woodlands in 2019.  Acres of former 

coppices have gone to waste. Hedgerows have been uprooted by the mile on our greensand plateaus although 

there have been some attempts to plant new hedges – these will take centuries to evolve into what was 

uprooted. Other hedgerows have been left to become gappy or grow into treelines – which do not offer 

stockproof boundaries or habitats for the wide variety of wildlife we once had. Regenerated wooded areas have 

appeared but even these show signs of neglect. Indeed, such decline has been accelerated by the recent rapid 

advances of human induced climate change and the importation of pathogens.  

The only way to save our woodlands and trees is by careful management. Just leaving them ‘to nature’ is not the 

answer: mankind has so damaged the ‘natural environment’ everywhere that we need to rapidly undo all the 

changes we have allowed in ignorance or disregard over the recent past. This requires a phenomenal change 

where we don’t work against nature but with it. Unfortunately, our consumer-driven way of life relying on global 

supply lines mitigates against this. 

Talk of rewilding areas and planting millions of trees won’t even begin to ‘cut the mustard’ unless we solve the 

causes of the rapid deterioration of our natural environment in all its forms. We all know this – but we all seem 

clueless as to how we might immediately address the issues in a meaningful, practical way.  

Until then, let us check out some of the trees that can be found in Ansty Parish. 

Trees in Ansty. 1 The Alder.  
Most of Ansty village and Ansty Coombe is in a damp environment – sited on an area underlain by blue gault clay resulting in 

several ponds fed by numerous streams and springs. A wet autumn and winter and the area soon becomes remarkably 

waterlogged with ‘wet meadows’ and overflowing ditches.  

The native Alder tree loves such a wet, often waterlogged environment. These trees grow rapidly and can reach a height of 

28 m – but they are not long-lived. They can be found growing along the main Ansty Valley – particularly Ansty Water – 

although here some of these trees are nearing the end of their life.  Alders can be found in wet areas in Ansty Coombe and 

these Alders were sometimes coppiced (as in 2009) and there is a rumour that the Alders in the Coombe supplied wood for 

clog making at one time.  Source: Survey by John Oldfield. 

Click on the image for all the details about the Alder tree.  

Next Month: The Ash 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/alder/
https://www.anstywiltspc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Woodland-Issues-in-Ansty-2019.pdf
https://www.anstywiltspc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/J-Oldfield-extract-2007.pdf

