
Watch out!  There are hedgehogs about in Ansty! 
 

A villager kindly emailed the parish council recently asking that 

our footpath volunteers be 

particularly careful when strimming 

or working on our village paths and 

verges, as hedgehogs have been seen 

in the village after many years 

absence.   

All our maintenance volunteers follow 

a strict risk assessment procedure 

when working in our local countryside 

in terms of wildlife, people who might 

be in proximity and other 

environmental considerations.  

In terms of our public footpaths particular care is made when 

clearing vegetation by:  

a) ensuring that someone checks that the footpath line ahead 

is clear and safe to proceed with any clearance work 

b) ensuring that the clearance width is restricted to the 

statutory 1 metre - wider in the case of bridleways and by-

ways.  Where possible the clearance of the base of hedge lines 

is avoided and hand tools are used instead of machines.  

Elsewhere in Ansty, most of our verges have been left – except 

in the ’public’ vicinity of the maypole where 

traffic and parking are a far greater hazard 

than strimmers.  

The villager rightly noted that hedgehogs 

have been seen in the village for the first 

time in decades and felt that it was 

important to raise awareness of these 

charming creatures as they are now 

considered as being ‘vulnerable to the point 

of extinction’. 

Another parishioner was so thrilled at 

seeing a hedgehog this month and managed 

to capture a picture (left) of one in their garden off the High 

Street in Ansty. Where there is one there must be others! 

So please be aware; take precautions if 

you are out mowing and hedge trimming 

in your garden and let us encourage more 

of these wonderful creatures to visit us! 

If you want to know a lot more about 

hedgehogs click on the logo.

 

https://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/hedgehog

