
Jean Law, Ansty, 1928 -2021 
Jean Law, of Ansty, sadly died on April 19th of this year after being in poor 

health for some months. She was 93 and leaves a niece Christine. She had 

been in hospital since March and then to Salisbury hospice whilst 

adaptations were being made to her home – but sadly she was not to 

return.  

Jean was the youngest of five children and one of three girls. She was 

evacuated to Brighton when the last war broke out. She attended the Lady 

Edward Grammar School where she developed a passion for cooking which 

stayed with her throughout her life.  Indeed, her kitchen in her cottage in 

Ansty had been specially designed for Jean to cook in her brilliant style.  As 

a child she also loved doing dance shows! She also helped her mum nurse 

her father who had Multiple Sclerosis.  

As her own schooling was interrupted by the war and Jean had great 

sympathy for her great-nieces and nephews whose schooling has been 

interrupted by the recent covid pandemic.  

Jean was a great letter writer and loved keeping in touch with people by 

this medium. She met her first husband Peter when writing to him as a pen 

pal and they had one son Stephen who accomplished notable 

achievements in the music industry. Tragically Peter died when Jean was 

still quite young. Later, Jean’s son Stephen, who was then based in 

America tragically died suddenly of a brain tumour just as he was about to 

visit his mum in Ansty. 

Jean was an early trailblazer for women in business as she herself worked 

pharmaceutical business.  She was also a member of the WRVS and did 

voluntary work at Wormwood Scrubs (Prison) and was always at ease 

talking to people from different backgrounds. 

Everybody in Ansty remembers Jean as a very forthright lady with a dry 

sense of humour. She and her husband, architect Michael, moved to Ansty 

almost 40 years ago, initially living next door to the Feltham family as 

‘weekenders’ before buying Maypole Cottage in the vicinity of the 

Maypole in Ansty which was then beautifully renovated.  Unfortunately, 

Michael died some years later just as he was about to start a stint as a 

councillor on the Ansty Parish Council. 

Jean loved Ansty’s annual ‘highlights:  May Days, Harvest Festivals and 

Christmas.  

Jean became a great friend of Barrie and Chris and for a time they were 

well known as the ‘Ansty Babes’ playing with other teams at the popular 

quizzes held at the Royal Oak in Swallowcliffe. 

A funeral service was held in Ansty’s St James’ Church, in mid-May but due 

to Covid -19 restrictions only a chosen few were able to attend and many 

villagers were unaware of the arrangements and not able to pay their 

respects as has been the case during this pandemic in that they were able 

to line the High Street, socially distanced, opposite the church to other 

recently departed villagers.  

We mourn her passing and will miss her stoic character – particularly at 

the Ansty Harvest Festival.  

A fiercely independent woman meant she was able to stay in her own 

cottage for so long.  As Theodore Roosevelt once said ‘Courage is not 

having strength to go on, it is going on when you don’t have the strength’. 

And that perfectly sums up Jean. 

Notes based accounts from villagers and the funeral service. 

 

The Funeral Service of Jean Law. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sb2bFGOMmz0&feature=youtu.be

