
A lively and interesting Annual Village Meeting makes a welcome return in Ansty! 
 

The Annual Ansty Parish (Village) Meeting took place on Thursday 3rd June 
2021 at 6.30pm at St. James’ Church, Ansty. This Covid secure event was 
well attended and the elected chairman for this meeting (Tim Martin) 
welcomed our new District Councillor, Mr Nabil Najjar who outlined some 
of Wiltshire Council’s forthcoming priorities along with Mr Fergus 
McClaren Webster who spoke about the restoration of the traditional hay 
meadow closes on land in Ansty Coombe.  
 
Mr Martin informed the village members present that the Parish Council 
continued to meet when it was possible during the covid restrictions and 
pointed out how Ansty was able to ‘ride the storm’ as the pandemic 
unfolded thanks to good neighbourliness; Ansty PYO shop, good 
communications via our email circuit and the village website and of course 
all the volunteers who stepped up to the plate from around our locality to 
help with collecting shopping, prescriptions etc. We owe them all many 
thanks.  
 
Our Speed Indicating Device (SID) will be back soon after an enforced long 
stay break in between lockdowns; interested villagers were informed that 
Wessex Internet is now seeking permissions from various landowners to 
get fibre cable to 17 0r 18 Ansty homes to improve the broadband 
capacity. There was some discussion on several planning issues too.  
 
Time went on to talk about CIL monies and there was some discussion as 
how we might be able to spend this money wisely and usefully. More on 
this will appear in the forthcoming draft minutes. 
 
Organiser Anne Martin talked about this year’s ‘May Day’ which again was 
cancelled due to covid restrictions. Nevertheless, the historical ceremony 
was not forgotten:  this year’s delightful May Queen (Alice Morgan) was 
crowned and other traditional rituals were faithfully kept. Anne Martin 
outlined the hard work that goes into preparing for this great event and 

that Sue Poulton was still selling plants to raise money for the May Day 
Fund. Many thanks to all! 
 
Nabil Najjar was elected as our District Councillor (Fovant and Chalke 
Valley) in one of the highest turnouts in Wiltshire.  He is taking over from 
Jose Green who stood down after 25 years of faithful service. Many thanks 
again, Jose. Nabil highlighted that Wiltshire’s ‘new focus’ will be on 
economic development and regeneration of Towns. Nabil’s specialities 
include the Arts, Tourism and Planning.  
 
Fergus McLaren Webster, who owns parcels of land in Ansty, and Ansty 
Coombe gave an interesting outline as to how he was hoping to restore 
the meadow closes (mainly in Ansty Coombe) back to their former glory as 
hay meadows –with the idea of introducing traditional practices to restore 
the cycle of grass, stock grazing, wildflowers, and hay production. This 
should result in a greater diversity of pollinators, butterflies and improve 
wildlife generally. We can already see more wildflowers appearing this 
year along with butterfly species.  
 
Rob Wilkinson spoke briefly about this year’s Best Kept Village 
competition, where Ansty is pitted against the best of the best of other 
recent winners in Wiltshire for the prestigious Laurence Kitchener Award. 
Villagers were asked to keep doing what they normally do and ensure the 
village shows its best face during the month of July! He added that parish 
councillors are all doing their bit to help too. Whatever the result of the LK 
competition – and we are ‘in it to win it’ put September 26th into your 
diaries for another village celebration at Ansty PYO. There will be light 
refreshments.  The actual time to be firmed up soon.  
 
The minutes of the last Village meeting in May 2019 were approved after 
the long gap year(s) caused by the covid pandemic. Villagers were also 
given the opportunity to raise local issues. 

 


