
Very Limited Celebrations for ‘Ansty May’ this year! (Again!) 
 
 

May Day 2021 in Ansty dawned very frosty and misty, entirely 
reminiscent of a cold January morning! There was no hint of the 
‘coming of spring’ and the frost merely added to all those we 
had in April! 
 
No wonder, then, villagers were once again looking forward to 
celebrating the traditional Maypole event encompassing those 
early pagan beliefs of the sun god and the arrival of spring (!) 
along with the idea of fertility, love and birth of new life. But 
this was not to be.  
 
This year things are still not reflecting the ‘normal times’ we all 
crave. The Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic caused the 
cancellation of the well-known ‘Ansty May’ event for the 2nd 
year running of this long standing tradition with roots stretching 
back to Celtic times. A congregation of groups of more than 6 
was not allowed. Just another 3 weeks or so and we might have 
been able to celebrate as restrictions are set to be further 
eased, but then it would not have been May Day! 
 
Those early pagans used to celebrate 8 festivals and four of 
them are of Celtic origins: Imbolc, Beltane, Lughasadh and 
Samhain (Christianity turned these into Candlemas, May Day, 
Lammas day, and All Saints Day. 
 

True to form Ansty’s ‘Green Man’ and ‘Green Woman’ turned 
up at some early hour to ‘decorate’ the Maypole with 
traditional Maytime foliage and later the winsome music of 
Tattie Bogle was heard – recognising the importance of this 
ancient site.  
 
Sometime in the cool afternoon in strong sunshine, a very few 
villagers (socially distanced, of course) were able to witness a 
short procession followed by the crowning of the young May 
Queen (from the village) and a local family danced round the 
Maypole to complete the impromptu ceremony.  
 
As last year, the village was able to keep the ancient 
uninterrupted May Day tradition ‘alive’ with these simple nods 
to the past. There were no crowds, no stalls or beer tent; no 
Morris dancers, no youngsters dancing round the Maypole 
making pretty patterns with their tapes – but enough was done 
to ensure good fortune, fertility (of mind, body and spirit) and 
happiness will prevail for another year.  
 
Let us hope too, that next year our Ansty Maypole will once 
more ‘spring to life’ and we will all be there to celebrate! 
 
Looking back at the celebration of Ansty May in pictures 
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https://www.anstywiltspc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/May-Day-2020-V1a.pdf


  Top left and top centre- Ansty Maypole suitable decorated. Top right- May Queen 
elect Alice and her brother George on a short ‘procession’ to the Maypole 
accompanied by Mark Lloyd (MOC) Centre pictures: Mark Lloyd gives a short speech 
before crowning Alice Morgan, of Ansty, the May Queen for 2021. Bottom right - 
May Queen Alice hoisted up by her parents (in lieu of the Morris dancers!) 
 
Left- The Green Man, and very occasionally the Green Woman, is a legendary being primarily 
interpreted as a symbol of rebirth, representing the cycle of new growth that occurs every spring. 
The Green Man is most commonly depicted in a sculpture, or other representation of a face which is 
made of, or completely surrounded by, leaves.[1] 



 

Alice Morgan 
Ansty May Queen 2021 

 


