
Ansty says ‘thank you’ to José Green  
 
Serving your local community as a councillor can often appear to be a 
rather thankless task. Indeed there are always a few within any community 
who think that people who put themselves forward to serve on local 
councils do so just to further their own interests.  Nothing could be further 
from the truth.  
 
Local councils can only be effective, relevant and vibrant if the people who 
are elected to serve it are capable, energetic and engaged and come from 
all backgrounds and experiences to reflect their communities. Over the 
years the tiny Ansty village parish has been able furnish such a successful 
mix of councillors, operating at a very local tier overseeing issues such as 
planning, rights of way, street maintenance, traffic calming, drainage, 
litter, telecommunications, signs, etc.  Often parish councils can make 
important recommendations – but the actual final decisions are often 
made at district or county level based on these recommendations – and 
not necessarily in agreement!  
 
Being a voluntary councillor can be highly rewarding and no other role 
gives you a chance to make such a huge difference to the quality of life of 
people in your local area and to influence the way issues are dealt with 
locally. Councillors have to follow a strict code of conduct and all work with 
due diligence on behalf of their communities to keep their parishes safe, 
well maintained and informed.  
 
This brings us neatly on to José Green who has been our tireless 
representative at district level for over 25 years. Covering the Fovant & 
Chalke Valley ward, Jose was responsible for 15 parishes including Ansty 
and was our main link to the top tier at Wiltshire Council.  José stands 
down from her role on May 5th 2021 and we asked her for a few 
recollections garnered from her many years of service.  
 

“Dear Ansty Residents, 

As I near my retirement it has been suggested that I might write a 
summary of my time as your representative, ideally with a few 
anecdotes.....that might prove to be difficult as Local Government is rarely 
amusing but hopefully sometimes interesting. 
 
Quite out of the blue in 1995 I was approached by 2 political parties to 
become a District Councillor. After a couple of months of careful 
consideration I decided that I could only stand as an Independent. After a 
keenly fought election and being first past the post I was determined to 
keep my word and be totally committed to the job in hand and to the 
electorate whatever their political hue might be. Four more elections 
followed whereupon Wiltshire then became a Unitary Council, (WC). It was 
at this point I decided to join the Conservatives as it was obvious to me 
that I needed to be ‘within the fold ‘ rather than floundering about on the 
outside. 
 
26 years later and 15 villages that I covered it is a fact that most have the 
same concerns as Ansty.  Speeding traffic, large HGV’s and machinery, fly 
tipping, drains, potholes, overgrown verges and planning applications.... of 
which there have been a good number of controversial ones considering 
how small the village is!!! But still my commitment did not wane. 
 
Over the years Ansty PC has had some great Chairpersons and Councillors, 
you know who you are; some are sadly no longer with us or others having 
moved away. I recall my first attendance at an Ansty Parish Council 
meeting was at the Ridley’s house in their sitting room, which was as large 
as any village hall. From there we went to the Church and to keep the cold 
at bay out would come a bottle of wine which made the meetings go very 
well – although, I emphasise , only one glass each!  This was well before 
the propriety of today. 



The Annual Ansty Parish meetings have always been well attended. Guest 
speakers would draw in a wider audience, or should I say congregation?  A 
demonstration on what should be recycled in our bins when the waste 
collection service changed or learning about the International Dark Skies 
Reserve in our precious AONB ; the ‘Help to Live at Home provision’ for 
older residents, policing in our area, the fire and rescue home safety 
measures such as smoke detectors they will provide ( free of charge ), 
hearing about the Area Board, the Tisbury Library service and Sports 
centre, Dementia and Alzheimer’s Safe Places , Emergency Plans and the 
many footpaths and byways Wiltshire has to name but a few topics of 
interest. 
 
Needless to say there have been some notable occasions over the 
years...when HM The Queen came to Salisbury l was in the line-up to meet 
her; Princess Anne came to open the Rural Housing project at Chilmark; 
the Millennium Celebrations; the tragic Novichok nerve poison incident 
and now the Covid-19 pandemic have emphasised to me how we must 
always be aware of those in greater need. 
 
I was asked to ‘keep it brief’ - a hard instruction for me I’m afraid but as we 
go into the future there are a number of legacy issues worth emphasising. 
WC has made a commitment to address climate change by reducing 
carbon emissions by 2030 and across Wiltshire as a whole by 2050...this is 
a huge but necessary target to achieve. How the aspirations will be met 
will be interesting as we all live within our outstanding AONB which we 
must protect. If we all do a little it can add up to a lot. 
 
Surely the Economy will play a heavy role over the years to come?  Careful 
consideration of maintaining efficient and reliable services will be a 
priority. There will be greater and improved Information Technology (IT) 
usage and watch out for the new Wiltshire Planning portal.  
Please be aware of the greater demand on the mental well-being of the 
most vulnerable, children and older people alike and which has been 
exacerbated by Covid 19 and of course there a need for the provision of 
affordable housing. 

 
My next step is to be a Judge for the Best Kept Village competition on 
behalf of the CPRE, and yes, I recall Ansty has won it twice before but I 
won’t be operating in this area. I will also be guiding at Wilton House (now 
you know why I talk a lot!!) and generally doing more mundane duties will 
be my life now. I have a lot of catching up to do! 
 
Finally, may I say that I have been honoured to be your ears and eyes after 
so long? I shall miss you all and thank you most sincerely for your support 
and interest. I cannot deny that I won’t miss the 70 plus emails I receive 
each day and going to bed with an agenda to read! 

Hopefully I shall still see some of you in the future”. 

 
My very best wishes to you all.           José. 
 

 
 
On behalf of Ansty Parish 
councillors and our parishioners 
past and present we extend a 
huge ‘thank you’ to you, José, 
for all of your sterling efforts 
over the years. It has been much 
appreciated by all.  We will very 
much miss your cheerful 
‘information sessions’ and 
helpful suggestions at our parish 
council meetings.  
 
We wish you the best of luck for 
your future plans for ‘relaxing’ 
and we are sure some of us will 
‘keep in touch’! 


