
Socially Distanced Litter Clearance takes place on Ansty High Street. 
 
Wiltshire Cllr Bridget Wayman, Cabinet Member for Highways and Waste, said: 
"We recognise the valuable contribution our communities make towards keeping 
our environment tidy and litter free, and in normal times we actively encourage 
groups to pick up litter in Wiltshire”. – Normally in Ansty a group litter pick was 
usually conducted at the end of March – the last one being in 2019. 

Current Government restrictions state that people must stay at home and only 
take exercise once a day with one other person from outside of their household, 
and as such organised litter picks are not currently permitted. It may be that on 
March 29th the ‘rule of 6’ outdoor gatherings comes into being but it is not until 
May 17th at the earliest that the outdoor limit expands to groups of 30.  
 
Cllr Wayman went on: “However, at present, the safety of our residents is of 
paramount importance, so we must ask that people do not hold organised litter 
picks, until such time as Government restrictions are lifted and it is safe to do so.  
 
“If members of our communities wish to pick litter while undertaking their daily 
exercise, they should do this in a COVID-safe way, ensuring they are adhering to 
Government restrictions at all times”. 
 
With this in mind, two Ansty councillors decided to complete a litter-pick along 
Ansty High Street on March 24th in a Covid-safe way – counting this as exercise 
but also recognising that if left until later much of the litter wouldn’t be found as 
plant growth would have taken place. Working separately and socially distancing, 
both sides of the High Street were painstakingly cleared from north to south and 
also both verges on the A30 Holloway.  
 
It does seem as though one or two other people have also been helping clearing 
up litter because some litter noted last week had been cleared away – so many 
thanks for that – it is much appreciated.  
 
The trouble is that litter is always going to be an issue because a few people think 
it is perfectly acceptable to dump litter – usually out of a vehicle window and it 
doesn’t bother them: if they don’t like it then they can clear it up is probably their 
thinking.  
 
Despite all the campaigns over many decades – the problem just seems to get 
worse very year. It is a shame and litter has become considerably worse during 
the pandemic. 
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