
The Peasant’s Musings… 
 
It had been wet all winter, right through to March, but our sheep 
were being mollycoddled, and kept in until lambing time, after 
which it was favourable, and lambs felt no rain on their backs for 
weeks. Grey skies changed to blue, grass grew, lockdown started 
with a long stretch of fine weather. Lambs and calves thrived. 
 
Then we cut our hay in May in such prolonged sunshine, 
unusually early. It was made well and quick, thanks to Simms and 
Felthams. We then made more hay in July, all with hand tools. 
Admittedly cut by tractor mower, but then turned and re-turned 
and turned again, raked and re-raked, and rowed up.  

Finally, pitch-forked from field to trailer to barn. Sweet as you like and achieved with excellent family help. 
 
In the fruit and vegetable garden a savage late frost put paid to most of the plum flowers and killed the sweetcorn plants that had grown lush in early warmth. Peas and 
beans were excellent, as were many other crops. Apples were singed by the cold but many grew on. Damsons cropped well as their site is slightly sheltered. We are still 
picking a grand crop of raspberries and blackberries. Apples and pears await juicing....cider and perry! 
 

August rain led to lush late grass growth. A new pond has been dug 
in our field, primarily to assist drainage. Wild flower seeds have 
been sown right around the margins and edges. The recent deluge 
has filled it completely. 
 
You may have seen Jaci on the lanes long-reining our Dartmoor 
pony in preparation for her pulling a trap next spring. Sorry, 
another road hazard! 
 
Now, in autumn, the hay is being fed to supplement the grass 
which now fails to satisfy appetites. Very popular it is too. 
 
Lastly we look to our own harvest of beef and lamb. We have been 
successful in achieving sales through social media, and anticipate 
fulfilling orders soon. 

 

If you would like to see our Showroom shed, full of this year's craftwork, do give us a call, or visit our website: North Cottage Creations 
Robert Baker.             Illustrations from the book ‘Moss Green Days’ by Ralph Wightman (published by John Westhouse in 1947) with engravings/illustrations by Clifford Webb (1947) 

https://northcottagecreations.com/
https://dorset-ancestors.com/?p=1753
https://www.littletoller.co.uk/shop/books/little-toller/life-art-clifford-webb-by-simon-brett/


 

Farming Report – Harvest Time 2020.  ‘By all accounts – not a great Harvest’ 
 
 
By all accounts this year’s harvest has proved frustrating as variable and often 
extreme weather caused too many ‘stop-start operations across out part of 
Wiltshire and indeed across the bulk of the country. 
 
A wet autumn carried on through winter until March causing difficulties with 
early sowing. February saw a succession of storms – Ciara, Dennis and Jorge right 
at the end.   
 
The Covid virus lockdown followed causing interruption with supply lines and 
communications whilst a very dry and sunny spring immediately causing spring 
sowing germination to be patchy and delayed. 
 
The Covid virus measures put in place had a far greater impact on the way people 
ate and drank with a direct impact on the markets for farm crops and livestock.  
Trying to cope with huge drops in demand for things like chips, lattes and eat – 
out meals in pubs and restaurants. This meant some farmers had to devise new 
ways to market and sell their products. 
 
Good growing conditions followed over the summer but a heatwave and 
thunderstorms in August interrupted harvesting and spoilt the quality and yield of 
the grain crops in particular.   
 
As the harvest came to its exhausting close, it became evident that many farmers 
looked to put it behind them and move on to 2021, after dealing with hugely 
variable yields and quality. 
 
According to various reports, crop yields, particularly grain crops are down by a 
third – and the quality has meant lower prices.  We may even become a net 
importer of good quality grain this year than a net exporter. This is at a time when 
our economy is under unprecedented strain.  
 

Although a majority of farmers voted for Brexit there are now worries that if the 
UK leaves the EU without a deal a new tariff regime would spell disaster for farm 
exports. 
 
Farmers all over are having to contend with looking to improve their own land 
management to try and allow for a more variable climate; diversify and take on 
other options to keep their farm businesses running profitably and perhaps even 
experiment with growing of different crops and changing livestock management.  
 
Let us hope that next year brings some cheerful news for a change! 
 
History shows that agriculture in general has often had to adapt to profound 
changes and ‘weather’ the lean times with the good. And so it seems this is just as 
true today as it always has been.  

Left picture: 
‘Moss Green Days’  

by Ralph Wightman. 
Drawn by Clifford 

Webb 1947 
 

Bottom pictures: 
England is a Village  
by C Henry Warren 
Illustrated by Denys 
Watkins Pitchford 

1940 


