
  

Several locals have asked the question ‘why was Ansty Coombe 
closed for 11 days recently?’ So, below we attempt to answer 
the question. 
 
For many years the Frogpond lane area of Ansty Coombe 
suffered from the effects of flash flooding between the junction 
of Kings Lane and the low sharp bend on Ansty Coombe Lane.  
This was partly due to the natural terrain; partly to do with 
climate change with more extreme rainfall events and wetter 
winters but mainly due to a built drainage system that was not 
able to cope with excess water after heavy rain.  
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For many years there has been a drainage problem at the junction of Kings 
Lane and Ansty Coombe Lane. 
 
This was down to a number of different factors  - the main one being that in 
times of very wet weather the original drainage system (a combination of built 
and natural) could not cope with an excess  volume of water descending the 
Coombe valley. The water flow was unable to disperse adequately due to 
restrictions caused firstly, by an aging drainage infrastructure and secondly by 
the encroachment (over decades) of a bog thicket in a field where there was 
once a pond: hence the name Frogpond! As a consequence the junction 
between Kings Lane and Coombe Lane along the bend flooded badly with 
amazing regularity! 
 
Hopefully the completion of 3 phases to bring about the improvement of  the 
overall darianage situation will come to fruition by mid September, 2020. 
 
Phase 1:  The shrub thicket (mostly goat willow)  was cleared. Phase 2:  saw 

the partial dredging out the former pond  zone of debris  as well as the silted up 
spring issue channels . The spoil was carefully  landscaped on to the field 
immediately above the low  levels and the area will  settle back to a meadow. 
Phase 3:  This was a complete upgrade of the built drainage system. 

 
The newly discovered ‘pond zone’ will act as an attenuation/storage as well as 
allowing the flows of water to exit through the culvert under Kings Lane – much 
as it did back in the 1770s  – although the exit then was via a ford! 
 
This project is the result  of an excellent working partnership between the Estate 
Landowners (Clouds) and their agent who part funded  the land clearance work 
and Wiltshire Council who agreed to fund and upgrade the old drainage 
structures following preparatory work by a local parish councillor and a local 
resident. Many thanks to all.  
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Phase 3: Road Works at Frogpond to improve the built 
drainage has been completed and on time too!  
 
Top left – Frogpond Bend was closed from 1

st
 to 10

th
 September 

 
Top Middle – Preparatory work ready to install new kerbstones along this section of Frogpond bend with 
refurbished drains (top right) and gullys and renovated inspection chambers.  
 
Bottom right- This old inspection chamber mid left of picture was located and the pipework unblocked 
which was one of the main reasons why this section of the lane flash flooded so often. 
 
Two pipes at the base of this chamber took away the running stream water from Ansty Coombe and some 
the smaller streams that enter the pond to the right which has recently been cleared out will now act as an 
attenuator or water store.  Recent heavy rains merely reinforced why this work needed to be completed – 
the lane was again awash with standing water! 
 
From this area all water flows under the road via a culvert under Kings Lane into the natural stream on 
private land and then on down to the Ansty Stream which you can see along the High Street. Wiltshire 
Council and their contractors refurbished old gullys and drains and installed new ones with working 
inspection chambers to take away the water run-off long the road.  
 
An engineer on site said things should be ‘much better’ after the works are completed. Certainly the finished 
results were of very high quality indeed. 
 
Ansty Parish Council and local residents are very grateful to Wiltshire Council, (Highways)| and in particular 
to David Button (senior engineer at Wiltshire Council) and his team of contractors from ‘Ringway’ for the 
efficient and careful way they tackled this project. Thanks are also due to the Clouds Estate for allowing us 
access onto their land to complete the project. 
 



  
Old Chamber 

(top) connects to 
a new one to take 
stream overflow. 

New chamber 
takes other spring 
water and ditch-
water from local 

fields. 

The resurrected 
Frogpond now acts 
as a water storage 
area. Any overflow 
is taken away by a 

small ‘weir 
structure’… 

… which enters the 
new drainage 

chamber and flows 
under the road via 

a culvert   

Kings Lane Junction. 
The wooden fence marks the 
culvert outfall where all the 
water flows under the road 

and out into a natural 
watercourse on private land 

as shown by the arrow   Ansty Coombe 
Lane/Kings Lane 

showing kerbstone 
‘rathole’-style drains   

New drains, gullys with 
refurbished inspection 
chambers – and new 
kerbstones to match 

the old to try and 
prevent verge 

overruns.  

‘A fantastic job done’ marks the end of 
this very long term project   



 

This map extract is taken from ‘A Topographical Map of Wiltshire on a scale of 2 
inches to 1 mile from an actual survey by John Andrews and Andrew Drury and 
published in 1773.  
 
John Andrews (1766- 1798) was a geographer, surveyor, engraver and map seller in 
London and was particularly well known for his partnership with Andrew Dury 
(1742-1777) who was a publisher, printer, engraver, surveyor and map seller.  
 
Andrew Drury produced many detailed and significant maps of various parts of the 
world. 

This small extract clearly shows the existence of the actual ‘Frogpond’ and its 
location just above the junction of Kings Lane and Coombe Lane in 1773. 
 
You will note that in 1773 that lane side stream from upper Ansty Coombe flowed 
into the pond and then crossed Kings Lane in the shape of a ‘ford’. In really wet 
weather it would have been quite a torrent and probably would render the lane 
quite impassable until the water receded.  
 
By the early to mid-20th century a culvert was built to take the water under the road 
and the pond shrunk but local people still referred to the pond as a ‘dew pond’ 
although technically it wasn’t. A recent run of wetter years meant this area became 
a stagnant bog and water was not able to flow freely: hence the flooding problems 
on the lanes, which hopefully will not be as frequent or as bad for the foreseeable 
future. 
 
 

The recently resurrected ‘Frog Pond’ 
bordering the junction of Kings Land 
and Coombe Lane.  
It is on private land but it is good to 
know that a piece of Ansty history 
has been reinstated! 


