
 

For many years there has been a drainage problem at the junction of Kings 
Lane and Ansty Coombe Lane. 
 
This is down to a number of different factors  - the main one being that in 
times of very wet weather the drainage system (a combination of built and 
natural) cannot cope with an excess  volume of water descending the 
Coombe valley. The water flow is unable to disperse adequately due to 
restrictions caused firstly, by worn infrastructure and secondly by the 
encroachment (over decades) of a bog thicket in a field where there was 
once a pond: hence the name Frogpond! 
 
As a consequence the lane junction and bend flooded badly with amazing 
regularity! 
 
The shrub thicket (mostly goat willow) has now  been largely cleared and 
the second phase will be to partially dredge out the former pond  zone of 
debris  as well as the silted up spring issue channels . The spoil will be 
landscaped on to the field immediately above the low levels and the area 
will be allowed to settle back to a meadow.  
 
The ‘pond zone’ will act as attenuation/storage as well as allowing the flows 
of water to exit through a culvert under Kings Lane – much as it did back in 
the 1770s  – although the exit then was via a ford! 
 
This project is the result  of a good working partnership between the Estate 
Landowners, who are funding the land clearance work and Wiltshire 
Council who are upgrading the drainage structures with preparatory work by 
a local parish councillor, and a local resident. Many thanks to all.  
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