
 
The year 2020 will be remembered for a very long time.  We 
were at war with an invisible enemy: coronavirus (covid-19).The 
long predicted pandemic caught us all unawares. The world was 
warned years ago that it was coming and we should all have put 
in place vital contingency plans. Well there certainly will be 
plans in place for the next pandemic!   
 
The results of the ‘lockdown’ the coronavirus covid-19 
pandemic caused have been shocking in both economic terms 
and the human cost. However, here in Ansty, as in all 
communities across the land the community did pull together 
and most people followed the rules to stay safe thus averting 
what might have been even more catastrophic consequences. It 
is not over yet and we are not ready yet there to gradually lift 
the lockdown.  
 
But be that as it may it meant that from Mid-March until May 
the country was sensibly put in ‘lockdown’ by the government 
and their advisers.  All our own plans were put on hold and all of 
our own village activities were cancelled for the foreseeable 
future.  

 
The first big event of the year for Ansty is always Ansty May 
Day, a village celebration steeped in history that stretches back 
over many centuries, perhaps thousands of years.  
 
Over the centuries a host of villagers, young and old, would 
have been involved organising this annual festivity to ensure it 
was a happy and successful occasion. Even today there is hardly 
a parishioner in Ansty who hasn’t had a role to play: many sat 
on committees; others did the donkey work. Some officiated as 
Masters of Ceremonies; some grew plants or collected bric-a-
brac, whilst others ran stalls. And more recently where would 
we be without our musicians such as the Tattie Bogle duo and 
the White Horse Morris? 
 
Alas, even this great Ansty May Day institution was cancelled 
this year and so to remind us of our great traditional spring 
celebration, here are a few pages to remind us what we have 
missed! 
 
Hopefully, some kind of ‘normal service’ will have resumed by 
May 2021.  Until then stay safe.  

 
 
Sources: Maureen Feltham’s Collection of  newspaper cuttings and photos; Salisbury Journal, This is Alfred, Blackmore Vale magazine, Western Gazette, The Journal, The Guardian,  Salisbury Times, Ansty Village 
Story  (Tony & Rosemary Keating 2007); Nadder: Tales of a Wiltshire valley – Rex Sawyer; The late Roger Rigby, Juliette Foy, R and J Wilkinson, Tim Martin. 
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C 1962 
Left- The Ansty Silver Band performing 
at an Ansty Maypole ceremony.  

The Ansty Brass Band was formed in the early 
1900s by William Parsons. Originally the band 
contained about 30 local players and as well as 
providing music for local events and fairs they 
always officiated at the Ansty May occasions as 
indeed at many other of our village functions.  
 
They were particularly noted throughout the 
area ‘as a very fine band’  
 
  



 
In the 1930s they Ansty Band had their had their brass instruments chromium 
plated and became a Silver Band and continued playing up until the end of 
1971. 
 
Left -Here the Ansty Silver Band is providing the music at the May Day event of 
1971 – possibly for the last time.  

The late Cyril Feltham, whose family is one of the few still represented in the village today, 
recorded his memories of the Ansty may Day celebrations right at the beginning of the 20

th
 

century (120 years ago!)  The following extract gives an impression of a village letting its hair 
down in a fashion more earthy and prolonged than it is today, helped by the proximity of the 
then Arundell Arms public house! 

 
“…Ansty band met in the morning then marched to the local farms for a 
drink of cider: some drank more than others. After visiting 6 farms they 
then marched to Lambert’s ground gate to meet the Rev. Quartus Bacon, 
who walked across the footpaths from Swallowclift (as spelt then) headed 
by the band and flag bearer, Grandfather Charles Feltham, marched to 
Ansty Church for 9.30 am service. Henry Feltham fell asleep as the Vicar 
preached the sermon, giving May Day blessings. He woke up suddenly 
and shouted ‘Yer! Yer!’ thinking he was at the club dinner held at the 
Arundell Arms. 
  
After the dinner speeches and songs, the festivities began outside, the 
band seated in a farm wagon played for the dancing. Wardour school 
children, in care of the Sisters who learnt them, danced around the 
Maypole gracefully. Stalls each side of the road leading to the pub, such 
as Mrs Weldon, 
 

as Mrs Weldon famous for her gingerbreads at a halfpenny each and 
brandy balls at a halfpenny each; also swinging boats. One penny a ride 
increased to two pennies in the evening and the coconut shies, 3 balls for 
sixpence. Stainers were selling various items; Humbys sweets and cakes 
homemade. Confettie and water squirts a halfpenny a bag; and a 
halfpenny a squirt!  
 
Over the other side of the wall in the field opposite the pole, the swinging 
boats and James Birchall’s tent with two compartments: one side was 
silent film, the other a shooting gallery. Outside he had a big brass drum 
he beat and shouted, ‘Come and have a shoot, 3pence a shot’. Inside on 
a long stick attached to the top of a swivel, was a cockerel made of tin, if 
you hit it, it would spin round. 

 
Then towards evening, darkness beginning to fall the band formed 
outside the pub and followed by a crowd marched round the pole to the 
tune: ‘The Oyster Gal’, known to locals as ‘Raw Cabbage and Onions’. 
Then they finished in the pub with a sing song and some of the band 
playing their instruments – a good time was had by all’.  
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Ansty May Day 2017 
 
Newly crowned Ansty May Queen Edie Eustace 
with Ivy Hull who was crowned May Queen at 

Ansty 70 years ago. 



 

Ansty May Day- a-dancing around the Maypole Artwork by the late Roger Rigby 

Bygone Days of Ansty 

https://www.anstywiltspc.org.uk/maps/

