
When you are young a decade seems like a lifetime but the older you become the quicker the decades seem to go! These next 
series of photographs were all taken in Ansty by resident RW ten years ago in 2010.  Gordon Brown was our Prime Minister to 
start the year; 2.5 million people were unemployed; there was the Chilcott enquiry followed by a general election in May 
which ended with a hung parliament, resulting in new Prime Minister David Cameron leading a coalition government shared 
between the Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats. The summer weather was ‘OK but nothing special’. The Equality Act 
came into effect in October just after Ed Milliband became leader of the Labour Party. Prince William became engaged to 
Catherine Middleton and there were street protests in several towns and cities in November before an icy end to November 
heralded more snow in December! 
 
One thing that didn’t change was the beauty of the Ansty and its setting!  

This panoramic picture shows Ansty in its valley to the left 
with a rolling landscape above the Ansty Coombe valley 
and Gore Copse stretched across the top on the opposite 
side.  The lone walker is trudging through the snow to get 
back home to a warm fire!  13-01-2010 



  

A morning of heavy snow turned Ansty 
village into a winter picture postcard. 
06-01-2010 



  

2010 was the last really cold winter Ansty has had – you can’t 
really count the short lived ‘Beasts from the East’ of 2018 
although both events were a ‘shock to the system’ because of 
the high wind chill that accompanied the snow but neither 
lasted long.   
06-01-2010 



  

Looking up Coombe Lane from the Maypole 
junction with the High St.  There is a real 
feeling of history as you stand and gaze 
around at this corner.  
06-01-2010 



  

The photographer was startled to see and hear this Swan coming 
into land from quite a height – wings flapping desperately it 
came down like a Concorde supersonic aeroplane and landed 
with its feet stretched forward onto the icy High Street and slid 
20 or 30 yards (metres) before slithering to a halt in a daze.  
 
It seemed that in the snow it had mistaken the icy road surface 
for Ansty Pond.  After a few minutes it appeared to recover and 
waddled back to the pond side.  
06-01-2010 



  

A quiet scene overlooking 
Frogpond, Ansty Coombe 
13-01-2010 



  

This is the scene looking across Hillside to Ansty 
on the High Street.  It looks substantially the 
same today – but there have been changes. Are 
you able to spot any? 
10-02-2010 



  

This study of fallen silvery leaves on 
a bed of moss in 12 Acre Copse 
reminded the photographer of the 
glaciers he studied at school many 
years ago!   10-02-2010 
 



  

Crocuses on the lawn – heralding spring 
and warmer weather. 
14-03-2010 
 



  

Ansty Coombe Lane. Large sections of the forest had 
been removed from this slope the year before.  This 
was the last time we saw bluebells flowering at this 
location. The ancient forest was about to rejuvenate 
and wipe them out for the time being. 
27-05-2010 



  

This very late sunset was captured above 
Ansty Coombe just after 10pm in early 
June. 
08-06-2010 



 

The lane from Hillside to Ansty Coombe. This picture 
reminds us that we endured another very wintery spell 
from late November and throughout December 2010.  
This picture shows an exceptionally heavy rime frost 
that persisted all day – as the temperature remained 
well below freezing all day.  
07-12-2010 
 


