
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Below is a facsimile of a little gem of a booklet, printed by The Shaston Printers, Shaftesbury, Dorset in 1963. It outlines some of the history of Ansty, Ansty Church and 
The Commandery.  The document was provided by Mrs M Feltham of Ansty. 
Since the 1960s, the congregation of St. James Church has always been relatively small but members are very proud of their church and its ancient history.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On July 25th 1961 Knights of the Order of St John (from Hampshire, Wiltshire and Dorset), the Bishop of Salisbury, together with local clergy and many other officials 
crowded into the tiny Church of St James in Ansty to celebrate the 750th anniversary of the founding of the Commandery building in the village. Below is a lengthy 
report of the preparations and format of the event from the Southern Evening Echo., followed by a report on the proceedings and procession that took place on the day 
in The Western Gazette. 
 
Fifty years on, in 2011, fewer local people turned out to witness a similar event celebrating the 800th anniversary, held on July 24th of that year. Fortunately an Ansty 
resident did take a few photos to mark the occasion to add to the brief report in the Salisbury Journal. 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Newspaper cutting 

from the Southern 
Evening Echo, 1961 
Newspaper item from Mrs 
M Feltham. 



Newspaper cutting from The 
Western Gazette, July, 1961 
Newspaper item from Mrs M 
Feltham. 



800th Anniversary celebrated in Ansty.  July 24th 2011 

 
A PROCESSION from Ansty’s maypole to St 
James Church on Sunday marked the 
800th anniversary of the Knights 
Hospitaller’s connection with the village. 
The Order of St John of Jerusalem, or 
Knights Hospitaller, was one of the two 
major orders – the other was the Knights 
Templar - established to help capture and 
retain Jerusalem and the Holy Land during 
the Crusades. 
In 1211 Walter de Turberville gave the Manor of Ansty to the 
order, which built the church in about 1230, together with a 
hospice, and created the village pond to provide fresh fish. 

 
The Hospitallers held Ansty until the 
dissolution of the monasteries in 1541 when 
it was sold. 
The ceremony was conducted by the 
Archdeacon of Sarum, the Venerable Alan 
Jeans, assisted by the vicar, the Rev Andrew 
Staley and other members of the Nadder 
Valley team ministry. 
Among those present were the former Bishop 
of Bath & Wells, John Bickersteth, and Lord 

Talbot, who are both members of the Knights of St John, and 
representatives of the St John Ambulance from Wiltshire, 
Dorset and Hampshire.  From the Salisbury Journal 
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In 1963, the booklet ‘Ansty and its Crusader Church (St. James’)’ 
highlighted the urgent need for major repairs to the church roof 
structure as well as other important maintenance to the fabric of the 
building and its surrounds.   
A sum of £4,000 needed to be raised to achieve what was in effect a 
third major repair scheme to be undertaken since 1848. 
 
In 1966, there was a service of thanksgiving for this latest restoration 
phase. 


