
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This ǎŜǊƛŜǎ Ψ.ȅƎƻƴŜ 5ŀȅǎ ƻŦ !ƴǎǘȅΩ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ŎŀǊŜŦǳlly saved and cherished by some long 
standing Ansty villagers and their families. Occasionally, we go elsewhere to glean information.  
 
This outing takes us back to nearly 90 years ago and later when local newspapers reported on several aspects concerning our very own Ansty Maypole.  
 
 



Above- This picture shows a good turn-out for the 
erection of a new Maypole in Ansty in May 1937. 
Here we see a couple of gangs of men in front of 
the Arundell Arms pub steadying the pole by 
pulling on wire ropes as it was being sunk into a 
hole.  
Right- A transcription of a news report from the 
Western Gazette adapted from Wiltshire Footprints 
 

Photo courtesy of Maureen Feltham 

https://www.wiltshire-footprints.co.uk/ansty


 

Another  new 
Maypole is 

raised in Ansty  
 
Once again, many locals 
from Ansty  village  were out 
in force to witness or help 
out with the raising of a 
new Maypole at  the  front of 
the Arundell Arms pub near 
the junction of Ansty 
Coombe Lane and the Hi gh 
Street. Like its predecessor, 
the wooden pole was 
sourced from the nearby 
Wardour Woods.  
 
The new  76 ft. Maypole  
replaced the early one that 
was erected in 1937 under 
the watchful eye of Ernest 
Silas Brain (of Horwood 

Farm, Ansty) and his  team.  



  

After 20 years the 1962 Ansty 
Maypole had become warped 
and rather weather beaten. A 
decision was made to replace 
it. 
Aileen Fisher-Rowe, chairman 
of the Ansty Maypole 
committee and !ƴǎǘȅΩǎ 
strongmen plus local sawmill 
owner Chris Ridley, with his 
staff and equipment all 
worked together to fell the 
old maypole and erect the 
new one.  

Report from the Southern Evening Echo 18-10-1982 

Picture from The Journal 21-10-1982 

!ƴǎǘȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ млп Ŧǘ maypole is being slowly transported down the High Street to 
its site just below the Arundell Arms public house.  Two local lads are helping to 
keep the long pole steady as they walked ahead of the crane truck driven by 
Chris Ridley from his saw mill just up the road.  
 


