This series ‘Bygone Days of Ansty’ looks at the more recent past as outlined by local newspaper cuttings and other articles carefully saved and cherished by some long
standing Ansty villagers and their families. Occasionally, we go elsewhere to glean information.
This outing takes us back to nearly 90 years ago and later when local newspapers reported on several aspects concerning our very own Ansty Maypole.
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Above- This picture shows a good turn-out for the
erection of a new Maypole in Ansty in May 1937.
Here we see a couple of gangs of men in front of
the Arundell Arms pub steadying the pole by
pulling on wire ropes as it was being sunk into a
hole.
Right- A transcription of a news report from the
Western Gazette adapted from Wiltshire Footprints

Another new
Maypole is
raised in Ansty
Once again, many locals
from Ansty village were out
in force to witness or help
out with the raising of a
new Maypole at the front of
the Arundell Arms pub near
the junction of Ansty
Coombe Lane and the High
Street. Like its predecessor,
the wooden pole was
sourced from the nearby
Wardour Woods.
The new 76 ft. Maypole
replaced the early one that
was erected in 1937 under
the watchful eye of Ernest
Silas Brain (of Horwood
Farm, Ansty) and his team.
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After 20 years the 1962 Ansty
Maypole had become warped
and rather weather beaten. A
decision was made to replace
it.
Aileen Fisher-Rowe, chairman
of the Ansty Maypole
committee and Ansty’s
strongmen plus local sawmill
owner Chris Ridley, with his
staff and equipment all
worked together to fell the
old maypole and erect the
new one.
Ansty’s new 104 ft maypole is being slowly transported down the High Street to
its site just below the Arundell Arms public house. Two local lads are helping to
keep the long pole steady as they walked ahead of the crane truck driven by
Chris Ridley from his saw mill just up the road.

Report from the Southern Evening Echo 18-10-1982
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Picture and words from The Times, Salisbury May 1983

Above- If this newspaper
article is anything to go by our
Maypole in 1983 was only 9 ft
tall! It was in fact 96 ft (above
ground).
Left- The new Maypole is
being slowly raised.
Picture from the Southern Evening Echo 18-10-1982

These two press photographs clearly display just
how tall Ansty’s 96 ft Maypole was. Erected in 1982
it was to remain there until a gale blew it down in
December 1993.
Left-This bird’s eye view of the Maypole shows
children rehearsing their dance moves a week prior
to the main May Day event a year or two after 1982.
Right- A large crowd has gathered around the
Maypole – when children from Sixpenny Handley
First School danced around the tallest Maypole in
Britain on May 1st 1993.

In early December 1993, disaster struck when Ansty’s loftiest
landmark was brought crashing down by gales which swept across
southern England during the night.
This fallen Maypole which was erected in 1982 could have caused
much more damage but luckily no one was hurt, although power
cables and telephone wires were brought down.
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Words from the Salisbury Journal
1994.

Ansty’s
maypole
is cut
down to
size
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After the early winter storm (in December, 1993) that had felled
the 1982 Maypole, Ansty villagers were left wondering whether
a new one could be erected in time for the next May Day
celebrations in 1994. They need not have worried.
This time the new pole was sourced from a firm that supplies
poles to electricity boards and again it was down to
professionals and locals supplying the manpower to ensure that
the Maypole traditions will carry on for at least another 30
years – until another one is needed – taking us to 2024?

