This series ‘Bygone Days of Ansty’ looks at the more recent past as outlined by local newspaper cuttings and other
articles carefully saved and cherished by some long standing Ansty villagers and their families. The following news
items were kindly loaned by Maureen Feltham of Ansty, stretching back to the 1960s.
Our first foray takes us back to March and April 1991 when local newspaper ‘The Journal’ (now Salisbury Journal)
produced an excellent two part spread entitled ‘Down Your Way’ No. 78 Ansty. This newspaper produced a whole
series of delightful reminiscences of many of our local villages and their inhabitants put together by Alison Kidd
who painstakingly collected all sorts of recollections whilst photographer Roger Kidd produced an equally
fascinating montage of photographs. This one on Ansty is truly brilliant and pictures a busy and vibrant
community not so vastly different from their forbears from over one hundred years before.
In 1991, Alison Kidd captured perfectly the still once rural essence of another Ansty: the groups of families who
had lived and worked here or near here for generations; the almost feudal ‘hangover’ still evident from centuries
of Arundell rule and the Wardour Estate and the traditions that people continued to maintain (and in part still
strive to do today). We get a picture of a Wessex based community. Village people proud of their self-sufficiency
and self-reliance - the like of which we are never likely to see again. As Alison wrote: ‘there’s that serenity and
peace here that are pearls of such price: it still has echoes of rural England.’
In less than 30 years since this Journal Picture Special appeared, so much has changed. The serenity and peace can
still be found but those wonderful Wessex people of Ansty and the echoes of rural England now seem very distant
indeed.

If any villager or friend of Ansty has any similar items stored away somewhere such as newspaper cuttings,
photos, booklets, reports or even a story to tell and you would like to add to this series of ‘Bygone Ansty’ we
would be very pleased to hear from you. Please contact the Ansty Parish Clerk or any Parish Councillor and let
them know. Many thanks!

