The centenary of the Armistice which ended the hostilities of the First World War is being marked across the nation. St James’ Church in Ansty will
be just one of many establishments holding a ‘Remembrance Sunday Centenary’ on Sunday November 11th starting at 10.50 am.
Armistice Day is commemorated every year on 11th November to mark the armistice signed between the Allies of World War I (which included
Britain) and Germany at Compiègne, France, for the cessation of hostilities on the Western Front. It took effect at eleven o'clock in the morning—
the "eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month" of 1918. It brought to an end one of the bloodiest conflicts ever perpetrated on this
earth by humanity. It was often called ‘the war to end all wars’. Unfortunately it was not.
World War One remains one of the deadliest conflicts in the history of the human race, in which over 16 million people died. The total number of
both civilian and military casualties is estimated at around 40 million people. The war killed almost 7 million civilians and 10 million military
personnel. Some 700,000 British soldiers were killed ‘in action’ which led to the building of countless memorials inside and outside our churches
together with rolls of honour which record the names of men and women who sacrificed their lives in order that we might live.
Sunday, November 11th 2018 should be a time for today’s residents of Ansty to reflect on how World War One must have affected the Ansty
villagers of 1918 during those long dark years of 1914-18.
It will be a time to recall all those from Ansty who were caught up in the courageous but tragic events of the First World War. We might remind
ourselves of those who were killed in action, or by disease, the bereaved, the lost, the families which were shattered, the wounded, maimed and
injured; those who returned yet held in silence unspeakable memories of warfare.
We should imagine too, those loved ones who remained anxiously at home in Ansty, hoping that the war would eventually end and peace and
healing would return.
For those that did not return we can only turn to Laurence Binyon’s inspiring poem, printed in The Times newspaper on 21 st September 1914 – right
at the beginning of this dreadful war. The four lines of the fourth stanza of his moving poem have long been adopted by the Royal British Legion to
commemorate fallen Service personnel.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.

For more information about Ansty’s WW1 Casualties click on the links below:
Ansty World War 1 Casualty Biographies (Wiltshire OPC –Ansty)
George Henry Baker

Davis Stanley Macey

