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Left- The front cover board of a delightful volume – ‘Modern Wilts: 
Hundred* of Dunworth and Vale of Noddre’ by James Everard  
(Baron Arundell of Wardour Castle) and Sir Richard Colt  Hoare (of 
Stourhead, near Mere, Wiltshire was published in 1829. 
 
Both these great men owned vast estates in South Wiltshire and 
took an active interest in the local history of our area and sought 
to document their findings in several volumes.  In total, fourteen 
parts covering the hundreds of South Wiltshire were published as 
a six volume collection entitled ‘The History of Modern Wiltshire‘. 
The last two ‘hundreds’ were written after his death in order to 
complete the work. He also authored numerous other works, most 
of which were printed for private circulation only. 
 
The first part, ‘The Hundred of Mere‘ was published in 1822 and by 
1829 ‘The Hundred of Dunworth and Vale of Noddre’ appeared. 
Ansty appears early on in this self-contained book and much of the 
details would have been tabulated by James Everard, Baron 
Arundell of Wardour Castle. In those days the entire village of 
Ansty belonged to the Wardour Castle estate.  
 
The following pages are extracts about Ansty that appeared in this 
bound copy. * A Hundred is an ancient administrative area made up of a group of several parishes. 

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Richard_Hoare,_2nd_Baronet 

http://www.nationaltrustcollections.org.uk/object/3204184 
http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/WIL/hundreds 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Richard_Hoare,_2nd_Baronet
http://www.nationaltrustcollections.org.uk/object/3204184
http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/WIL/hundreds


History of Ansty – by 
Sir Richard Colt Hoare and James Everard (Baron Arundell of Wardour Castle) 

Page 2 of 10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The River Noddre mentioned in this preface we now know 
as the River Nadder. 
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This map was probably drawn by artist 
P Crocker and engraved by John Cary 
for the book ‘Modern Wilts – Hundred 
of Dunworth and Vale of Noddre’ by 
James Everard, Baron Arundell (of 
Wardour Castle) and Sir Richard Colt 
Hoare, Bart, of Stourhead, Wiltshire. 
1829. 
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This close up of the map on page 3 
shows that the layout of Ansty has not 
changed significantly since this map was 
published in 1829. 
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Centre- Sir Richard Colt Hoare, historian of Wiltshire, born 
on 9 Dec. 1758. In 1785, he inherited the large estate at 
Stourhead in Wiltshire. Colt Hoare was the moving spirit 
behind the team that produced the first volume (in three 
parts) of The Ancient History of South Wiltshire in 1812. 
 
Later he worked on his County History of Wiltshire. The 
first part, ‘The Hundred of Mere ‘was published in 1822. In 
total, there were fourteen sections or books covering the 
hundreds of South Wiltshire.  
 
The Hundred of Dunworth and the Vale of Noddre 
(including the parish of Ansty) was part five (published in 
1829) of the fourteen works.  It was written by James 
Everard  (Baron Arundell of Wardour Castle) and Sir 
Richard Colt Hoare of Stourhead.  
 
In some cases these sections were bound and published as 
a six volume ‘The History of Modern Wiltshire‘(the picture 
on the left only shows five volumes!) 
  
The last two Hundreds were written after his death in 
order to complete the work. 
 
Richard died on 19 May 1838 at Stourhead and is buried in 
the family mausoleum in the churchyard of St Peter’s, 
Stourton. 
 
 
https://heritageaction.wordpress.com/2013/12/09/antiqu
arians-sir-richard-colt-hoare-1758-1838/ 
 

https://heritageaction.wordpress.com/2013/12/09/antiquarians-sir-richard-colt-hoare-1758-1838/
https://heritageaction.wordpress.com/2013/12/09/antiquarians-sir-richard-colt-hoare-1758-1838/
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In memory of Aileen Fisher-Rowe of Ansty who died peacefully on Saturday 13th January, aged 94 
‘An intelligent country woman of indomitable spirit and loved by all’ 

 
 

 


